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Abstract

This research aimed to investigate the level of Lao reading ability among
Grade 5 primary school students in the Lao People’s Democratic Republic (Lao
PDR) and to examine the factors affecting their Lao reading ability. The study
employed a quantitative research approach. The target group providing information
on the relevant factors consisted of 372 Grade 5 Lao language teachers and school
administrators (86.60% were female) from 243 schools across three regions of the
country. The participants were selected using purposive sampling. The research
instrument was a questionnaire on factors affecting reading ability, using a five-
point rating scale. The statistical methods used for data analysis included frequency,
percentage, mean (p), and standard deviation (o).

The findings revealed that, overall, the factors affecting students’ Lao
reading ability were at a very high level (un= 3.85, o = 0.62). When considered by
individual aspects, the findings were as follows: 1) Student-related factors had the
greatest effect and were at a very high level (n = 4.55, ¢ = 0.57), particularly
language limitations among students from ethnic minority groups and short
attention spans associated with the use of technological media; 2) Family and
environmental factors had a high level of effect (u=3.92, 6 =0.79), mainly because
parents lacked sufficient time and skills to support reading activities at home; and
3) Teachers® teaching and learning management factors had a very high level of
effect (= 3.68, o = 0.62), as teachers continued to emphasize traditional teaching
methods and lacked instructional materials, such as storybooks and language
games, that could stimulate students’ interest in learning.
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